Summer 2017

On Pascha, do not look for the
light, it is everywhere!

Martin and Doubting Thomas

Martin was killed on Easter Monday. Two bullets in his head. The settling of a drug score.
He was not the most pleasant of people at the Mission but clearly he had been wounded by life.
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A few years ago at the Agape Easter Vespers, where we had just heard the last words of
Thomas “I will not believe”, as we opened the chapel doors Martin walked in. I greeted
him "Martin Christ is Risen" his response a cold and sharp "I doubt that" to which I
replied "That’s great Martin you are now a new St Thomas! You see you can't escape
the Resurrection!"
Martin was one of the hardest persons the Mission has received and yet the word among
the street people is that, at the heart, he was worthy of respect. Some even wept at the
news of his murder. As one commented: "Martin was a messed up guy but" ...so are we
all.
This ability to embrace, even the most difficult and broken person, to see oneself in that
brokenness, is what his death taught me by the example of his friends. A severe Mercy
that embraces us all is the only way mercy actually is received on this side of eternity.
Roberto

A

Citizen of the World

s the newest member to the team here at the Mission, I can say,
that, it’s some place. As a Toronto native, growing up on Gerrard
Street East just minutes around the corner from the Mission, I think
the most impressive impression that I have taken so far, is that there
exists a community here, still, amongst the indifference of city living.
Charity for the sake of charity, that’s what’s really going on here and
that’s how it should be. Briefly if I may, growing up in Toronto has
certainly shaped the way I view the world. That is, living in a city with
such diversity has shaped my philosophical views and thus my character into a cosmopolitan, which can be loosely translated into “citizen of the
world”. The general idea, is that all human beings, regardless of their
political affiliation, are, or should be, of equal citizenship to but a single
community. I like to extend this view, so that people from all socioeconomic, cultural, religious and ethnic backgrounds alike, as well as
those of no religious faith at all, are to be (and should be), treated with
equal respect and consideration in all things, regardless of their station.
This is why I really love what I see here, the Mission is embracing
cosmopolitanism in virtue of their ideology, to welcome all people, from
all walks of life – to be apart of a single community with a shared
morality. They are doing charity, for the sake of charity, with no strings
attached and no hidden agendas. Not unlike the philosophical roots of
charity and beatitude, as rooted in the Orthodox Tradition. From good
food and friends, to ominous Star W ars music during lunch, it really is
some place… Toronto is, most definitely a wonderful place to live. We
The sweet voice who invited you for
are members of a privileged society here. But unfortunately, that does not
dinner. The Donors’ Dinner.
mean that we are without poverty. The Mission really is doing beautiful
Here talking to Paul.
work here. Being here is a chance to see what genuine charity and
compassion looks like, and despite all it’s quarks, it is really beautiful.
This truly is a place of community, a place of charity and compassion, a place with heart.

Xennon Blackwell
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Looking for a Purpose. Thrift Store?

Located at 2155 Danforth Ave, the St John the Compassionate Mission Thrift Store is a non-profit social enterprise of the
mission in east Toronto. Its mandate is to sell/distribute slightly used clothing, linen and household goods to the community
in the spirit of St John the Compassionate Mission. In other words, the store’s underlying philosophy is to serve the
community.
The community the store serves is quite diverse. We serve the local residents of the east Danforth community. Albeit, many
of the residents own homes valued in excess of a million dollars and, many of the residents do shop at the store. There are
members of the community who live in poverty. There are members of the community who live in a shelter. There are
individuals who pan-handle who shop at the store. There are individuals of the community with mental disabilities who
shop at the store. And finally, there are individuals of the community who are alone, in need of human contract, who come
to the store just to talk and maybe buy something but mostly talk.
In addition to the east Danforth community, the store serves individuals from all across Toronto. People from as far as
Etobicoke, North York and Scarborough visit the store on a regular basis. They support the store not only because the store
has great clothing and low prices, but also because of who we are. We are St John the Compassionate Mission. However, it
should be noted, because of who we are, there are many individuals inside and outside of the Danforth community who are
in poverty and come to store asking for assistance. They cannot afford $8 for pair of jeans or $15 for a nice clean warm
winter jacket. And to these individuals, the volunteers gladly and proudly give them what they need.
The majority of the volunteers, in particular the senior volunteers, at the Thrift store know very well what the purpose of the
store is. They know first and foremost we serve those in need first. They are the store’s priority. Someone needs a coat, they
get a coat. And we give it away with a smile knowing we are doing what is right and just to do.
You see, we know the donations to the thrift are given out of love for our fellow brothers and sisters. We know the
donations are given in support of St John the Compassionate Mission’s philosophy and work. And for that, we gladly and
proudly serve the community knowing there is a community backing us. And for that, the honor and privilege the donors
have given us, we thank you.
Leon Brule
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A Gift from the Bakery
irst, I would like to thank Shawn for giving me the opportunity to work at the Bakery and the chance to get to know
the wonderful group of people at St John the Compassionate Mission.

I would also like to thank Father Roberto and Father Nicolaie for their kind and humble gestures in helping everyone
in the community; they both treated me very kindly; as one of their own disregarding my ethnic background or religion.
The team in the Bakery is very friendly and very helpful, I have learned so much from them, and it has been a pleasure
working with such a wonderful team.
Finally, I can simply conclude by saying, the working environment at St John the Compassionate Mission is a perfect
example of Toronto’s diverse society; a very peaceful environment.
Fathia Salih

Fathia with the Bakery Team...

making bread is not about business but community...

On Subdeacons

at the beginning, full of hope...

.

in humility—during the service...

after, when they realized…
Paul (left) & Steven

growing up in community…
Paul’s son with sbdn Steven

Global Warming at the Mission!

side effects...

I

t has been warm at the Mission from the beginning: the very beginning. And we’ve been struggling to make it global
every single day. Who knows what we did? However, this year we noticed some signs; beautiful flowers appeared at the
Mission in February - despite the Canadian winter (that was not so Canadian this year anyway)- and they still continued
to come. That’s not a sign of us becoming rich, but blessed to have Br Luke among us. His love for beauty made him ask for
donations from a flower shop up the street, that took us seriously. They’ve been giving us beautiful flowers every week. We
are not for global warming, we just enjoy its side effects.
Fr Nicolaie.

Summer Wish List













Milk, Coffee, Tea, Sugar
Eggs, Margarine & Cold Cereal
Pancake Mix & Syrup
Cooking oil
Fresh potatoes, onions, carrots, fruit
Herbs, spices, pepper and salt
Dried beans and lentils
Diced tomatoes
Canned fish, beans, soup, vegetables, fruit
Dish soap, laundry soap
Soup bowls, soup spoons, cups

William & Vinnie solving a tough riddle, a morning miracle.
Two people coming in for breakfast & three going out full.

St John the Compassionate Mission

155 Broadview Ave. Toronto ON M4M 2E9 Tel: 416-466-1357 Fax: 416-466-3517
Charitable #89328 1832 RR0001 info@stjohnsmission.org www.stjohnsmission.org

