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Sunday of the Canaanite 

The Gospel According to Matthew 15:21-28 

 
“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely 
possessed by a demon. But he did not answer her a word.” 
 

We’ve seen too many times in present day Toronto the mother who cries for her child who is possessed by 

evil spirits. We’ve also seen the silence of God. Silence not because God does not care but because He cares 

too much. 

How can the heart of a sorrowful mother bear this divine silence who brings no peace? Is there any other 

pain greater than hers? - To see the reason for your love being taken by the evil spirits. Your love couldn’t give 

enough protection to the child. Was it too little, was it too late, was it not perfect? But if a mother cannot love 

her child than who could really love anybody? On Tuesday, father told us during the lesson on the Psalms that 

it is for the Father to protect the daughter of Sion, so she does not go astray. It might be just for the mother to 

love, beyond sin, even beyond her imperfect love, even beyond when the child is taken over by the evil spirits, 

beyond the loss. When she cannot have what she loves, the love that was not enough changes into great faith. 

The reflection on Friday around the gospel revealed that her faith was coming out of her love. 

And yet, we do see many people within the community who are tormented by the imperfection of motherly 

love. Who is really not touched by that to a certain extent? I remember seeing people in counseling who could 

not find closure because of this motherly wound even in their adulthood. “And in sins did my mother bear me” 

(Ps 50). As the motherly love goes beyond sin, so the motherly imperfections are the source of a great sorrow 

that settles within the human heart even beyond the “perfection” of a life story. As it is in life, the love who can 

heal any wound can also be the source of every sorrow, if it is not touching “perfectly” the little heart. 

The wound of the heart in the little children makes them poor and vulnerable to what is evil in the land. But 

if the evil is so great, how protective can the love of a parent be? We don’t know from the gospel the answer 

to these questions, what we know is that the daughter was severely possessed, the love of the mother, little or 

great, perfect or not, was not enough. 

On Friday 

The person who visited us might not have been severely possessed, because at times he would recognize a 

human voice and tried to keep a conversation going. Even though the majority of the talk was done with himself, 

in an aggressive way, cursing and threatening. He came to the church looking for something. He remembered 

a place that was welcoming to him even though the reality of evil seemed to have taken possession of his mind. 

In the gospel, no matter how severely the daughter was affected by ‘‘evil spirits,” she had a mother who cared 

for her. On Friday, one could wonder how much love was to be found for this distressed guy who came to 

torment us? Who really cares enough for his soul, in prayer to God, in order to break His silence? 

When he left on Friday it seemed that he was dismissed into a land with no defense. To a place where the 

memory of being loved is forgotten. 

On Thursday 

A talk with an old friend made us more aware of how possessed we are of evil spirits today. I heard first 

hand an apology for murdering people whose lives are not good enough. The life that has been deteriorating 

needs to be washed away. Euthanasia is troubling many vulnerable people today because society opens up to 
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evil. Loved more or less as a child, all of us will have to deal with this evil spirit in one way or another. The 

vulnerable people who have struggled with other demons before, will have to struggle with this one since it has 

become legal. We live today in a land that is so much open to evil and we don’t really know if our little or great 

love is enough to save those who are “worthy” of our care. 

“I will live in them and move among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore 

come out from them, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then I will 

welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord 

Almighty.” (today’s epistle Corinthians II 6:16–18; 7:1) 

The daughter of Babylon is a wretched one whose infants are smashed against the stones (Ps 136). The 

daughter of Sion is the beloved one. The one who knows the love of the Father and the care from her mother’s 

womb. She is led astray at times and causes great sorrow to the Father and to the Son, but she always repents 

because she never loses the memory of being loved. The daughter of the Canaanite woman who is possessed 

by the evil spirits is the poor one. She lives in between Babylon and Jerusalem, the worst place to be. Not even 

God is talking to them because their parents never listen. The Canaanite woman knew the Son of David and she 

knew who God is. It is precisely the reason why she leaves the cursed land behind. She turns to God. She sets 

herself aside from the land of her fathers and mothers. And she asks God for what she knows she is to be given. 

She asks Him in Truth for his body, to be given to her daughter. She asks Him to love her daughter. She prays 

to Our Father for the daily bread that she is missing. (Elisha) 

Today when we see the desolation of people being taken over by evil spirits it is for us to look for care within 

our own heart. To learn their names and to get to know their sorrow. Failing to do so is not the reason to stop. 

Prayer comes from this loss we experience when we see that our love, little or great, is not good enough and 

we realise that our battle is with the Father. To turn to Him. Only to God. To receive the burden of His silence. 

We do that by setting ourselves aside from this land where the evils spirits are taking over. We cannot stay in 

between. We need to leave behind the old and come forward. Because healing of the people who live in a 

possessed land today does not come out of a little faith but rather from our repentance. 

The talk with my friend last Thursday ended on an ironic note. On the one hand, he was all for killing people 

who do not have an acceptable life, including himself; on the other hand, he shared with me all kinds of stories 

from different parts of the world where the invisible ones are oppressed. One could see how much he cared 

for them. He had a personal story too, when a woman troubled with evil spirits who used to visit us in the past, 

and who eventually died of an overdose, really touched his heart for real. He really cared for her. He called her 

his friend. All her suffering and her life story was not indifferent to him. 

The sorrow teaches us to love even though it might not belong to us. The torment of her daughter brought 

the mother in prayer to God. Here she learned about the silence of God as she learned about her great faith. 

But more than that she talked face to face to the One who loved her daughter. She saw his face and heard his 

voice. She learned that there is no indifference with God. 

Community life 

“Let us depart in peace.” 

Joanna took Kevin to the hospital on Friday and he found out that he was going to keep his thumb that was 

healing. It feels at times that people received the little things the community has with joy. But the dismissal 

does not happen in peace all the time, like the departure at the Liturgy. The world out there is threatening, and 

they return in it with little hope. 
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February 1 

Vigil 6 PM, Vespers and Divine Liturgy 

Feast of the Meeting or Entry of our Lord into the Temple of Jerusalem. 

We also celebrate the 6th Anniversary of the foundation of the Scarborough mission. 

Following the liturgy there will be an agape meal; please bring some food to share. 

Please bring a friend. 

 

 

As of February 28, 2023, St. John’s thrift store will vacate its location on Danforth. 

After over 20 years of presence in the Woodbine and Danforth area, we are very sad to have to close. 

A familiar story, alas too common today. 

Why? 

The owner not only raised our rent by 60%+, but also demanded we pay a share of taxes and utilities for an 

adjoining unit that we do not rent any longer. We agreed to the rent hike, but we cannot legally pay taxes and 

utilities for a rental unit that we do not rent from the landlord and for which he collects the rent. 

It is hard to believe this could take place in our city, but there is no legal or moral protection from landlords for 

non-profit and small struggling businesses. The result is a loss of income not only for the Mission but also for 

the city. These same landlords have profited from public money (taxpayers’ money) during COVID-19 and in 

other ways that public money is offered to landlords to upgrade their buildings. 

Mission church collections of 1 Sunday : Jan 22 2023, Donations $25, Candle box $91.20, wine/candles $40 
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“O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” 
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January 30 – February 5 

Tuesday 8:30 am 
7:30 pm 

Morning 

Prayer Psalms 

Study – via 

Zoom 

Wednesday 8:30 am 
12:30 pm 
6:30 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Noon Hours 
6th Anniversary of Scarborough 

Mission Vesperal Divine 

Liturgy for the feast of the 

meeting at 6pm followed by 

agape meal 

Thursday 8:30 am 

12:30 pm 

2:00 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Noon Hours 

Jesus Prayer 

Friday 7:00 am 
12:30 pm 
2:00 pm 

Orthros 

Noon Hours 

Jesus Prayer  

Saturday 9:00 am Morning Prayer Sunday 

Triodion 

starts 

7:00 am 
8:30 am 

Orthros 
Divine Liturgy 

  

St Silouan Chapel at St John’s Mission 
155 Broadview Ave. Toronto, ON M4M 2E9 

T: 416-466-1357 E: info@stjohnsmission.org W: stjohnsmission.org 
 

St Zoticos Orthodox Church at Good Neighbours Mission 
193 Markham Rd Scarborough, ON M1J 3C3 T: 647-358-4105 

 
We are an apostolate of the ecumenical patriarchate “Mother Church of Christ’s poor” 

under the Omophorion of Metropolitan Gregory of Nyssa 

 


